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Some Exact Analytical Solutions of Planetary Entry

W. H. T. LOH*

Aerospace Corporation, El Segundo, Calif.

Approximate analytical solutions of entry into a planetary atmosphere at constant lift-drag
ratio have been presented by Gazley, Chapman, Alien and Eggers, and Loh. Constant lift-
drag ratio entry dictates variable angles of inclination. On the other hand, variable lift-drag
ratio entry has been discussed by Lees, Grant, and Loh. A few approximate analytical solu-
tions of variable lift-drag ratio entry have been given by Lohi exact analytical solutions of
entry into a planetary atmosphere have not been presented before. It is the purpose of this
paper to present some exact analytical solutions obtained recently. When minor terms of the
exact solutions are neglected, the exact solutions presented here reduce precisely to those
approximate solutions presented previously by Loh for variable lift-drag ratio entry.

Nomenclature

A = reference area for lift and drag expressions, ft2

C = dimensional constant in heat transfer equations
CD = drag coefficient
CF' = equivalent skin-friction coefficient CV =

dS

CF = skin-friction coefficient
CL = lift coefficient
Cp = specific heat at constant pressure
D = drag, Ib
g = acceleration due to force of gravity, ft/sec2

h = convective heat transfer coefficient, ft-lb/ft2-sec-°R
H = convective heat transferred per unit area, ft-lb/ft2

K = constant = 6.8 to 15 X 10~6 (/i//* earth)1/2 X (Pr/
Prearth)-2/3 X [(7 - l)/T]1/4/[(7 ~ 1)/T]1/4 earth
(given by Alien and Eggers2' 4 and Chapman3)

k = thermal conductivity
m = mass of the vehicle, slugs
R = distance of vehicle measured from center of planet, ft.

When altitude of the vehicle is small in comparison
with planet radius, R may be taken approximately as
RO ; R also stands for range

RO = radius of planet
rc = radius of curvature of flight path (see Fig. 1), ft
Q = convective heat transferred, ft-lb
s = distance along flight path, ft
S = surface area, ft2

t = time, sec
T = temperature, °R
V = velocity, fps
Pr = Prandtl number
p = atmospheric density, slugs/ft3

n = coefficient of viscosity, lb-sec/ft2

0 = angle of inclination or angle of flight path to local
planet horizontal, positive for descent, deg

€ = surface emissivity
k = Stefan-Boltzmann constant = 3.7 X 10~10 ft-lb/ft2-

sec-°R4

a = nose or leading edge radius of body or wing, ft
7 = ratio of specific heats
]8 = constant in planetary density-altitude relation p =

p0e~Py. Here p0 = reference density, slugs/ft3, /3 =
const, and?/ = altitude; PO = 0.0027, (1//3) = 23,500
for earth (for other planets, see Ref. 3)

Subscripts
f = condition at end of power boost or condition at begin-

ning of unpowered glide
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/ = local conditions
r = recovery conditions
s = stagnation conditions
si = sea level conditions
av = average values
i — initial conditions
max = maximum values
w = wall conditions

I. Introduction

THEE fundamental equations of entry are

L = mg cos0 - mV2( cosd/R) -

-D = -mg sin0 + (m/2)(dV2/ds)

which may be combined to give the following equation :

(1)

(2)

dV2 2
(L/D)

ide\
\ds)

2g cos0
(L/D)

_ FA _
gRj

2g sin0 = 0 (3)
For constant lift-drag ratio entry, exact analytical solutions
are impossible. However, several first-order approximate
solutions are available. In the case of ballistic entry with-
out lift at large angles of inclination, Gazley,1 Alien and
Eggers,3 and Chapman2 obtained their first-order approxi-
mations by neglecting both the gravity force term and the
centrifugal force term in the fundamental equations (1) and
(2). In the case of gliding entry at small angles of inclina-
tion and positive lift-drag ratio, Alien and Eggers3 obtained
their first-order approximations by neglecting both the second
term and the fourth term in the basic equation (3). In the
case of gliding entry at large angles of inclination and nega-
tive lift-drag ratio, Loh obtained his first-order approxima-
tions by neglecting the third term of the basic equation (3).
Because of the terms being neglected in the first-order theories,
the solutions obtained therein are limited in a relatively
narrow region of entry applications. Only recently, a second-
order solution9 and a unified solution of entry mechanics
were developed by Loh. Although these solutions cover
both glide and ballistic entry at either small or large angles
of inclination, they are limited to constant lift-drag ratio
entries. It is the purpose of this paper to present a few exact
solutions for variable lift-drag ratio entries.

Constant lift-drag ratio trajectories were discussed by the
forementioned authors. Constant lift-drag ratio requires
variable angles of inclination (either large or small). As dis-
cussed in the previous papers,5- 9> 10 large angles of inclination
result in a higher rate of heat transfer but a lower amount
of total heat input to the vehicle, whereas small angles of
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inclination result in a lower rate of heat transfer but a higher
amount of total heat input to the vehicle. Both rate of
heat transfer and amount of total heat input to the vehicle
might raise the vehicle temperature above tolerable limit
during certain phases of planetary atmosphere re-entry.
Since the critical portion of atmosphere re-entry usually
occurs either at relatively lower atmosphere or relatively
shorter length of time, variable lift-drag ratio flight, although
diflicult, is not impossible. Trajectories under variable lift-
drag ratio may be controlled in such a way that the peak
deceleration, heating, etc., experienced by the vehicle are
held to a tolerable amount within a short length of time or
within a certain phase of lower atmosphere penetration.
Control of vehicle trajectories in such a way may be made
for 1) approximate constant deceleration flight or constant
aerodynamic load factor flight, 2) constant rate of average
heat input flight or constant average radiation equilibrium
temperature flight, 3) constant rate of stagnation point input
flight or constant stagnation region radiation equilibrium
temperature flight, and 4) constant angle of inclination
flight. Two kinds of exact analytical solutions will be dis-
cussed ; they are as follows:

1) Exact analytical solutions of practical interest. These
analytical solutions take the form pVn = const or angle of
inclination is constant, where items 1-4 in the foregoing be-
long in this category.

2) Exact analytical solutions of general interest. These
analytical solutions hold drag coefficient constant and express
the angle of inclination as a function of density and an in-
teger, i.e., sin# = f[(a/ri)p].

In the case of exact analytical solutions of practical interest,
if the appropriate minor terms are disregarded or simplified
to those specified in the approximate solutions,5 the present
exact solutions also are reduced precisely to those solutions
given previously.5 The exact solutions developed here, such
as the approximate constant deceleration entry, are especially
useful for proper entry into Jupiter, where entry deceleration
is most critical.

II. Analysis

In a nonrotating two-dimensional inertial coordinate sytem
with its origin at the center of the earth or planet and the
gravitational field g during the entry portion assumed as
constant, the equations of motion in the directions normal
and tangential to the trajectory are

L - mg cos0 = -mV2( cos6/R) - mV2(d6/ds) (4)

-D + mg sin0 = (m/2)(dV2/ds) = m(dV/dt) (5)

From the usual approximate exponential planetary at-
mosphere, f 2~4

(6)p = PO

and
0 = -(l/p)(dp/dy) = Mg/R'T (7)

It is to be noted3 here that the molecular weight M, gas
constant Rf, and temperature T of the planet's atmosphere
enter the equation here only in the parameter /3, which rep-
resents the local density gradient in the planetary atmosphere.
Putting

L = i CL PV2 A
D = ±CD PV2 A

using the kinematic relation,

— sin0 = dy/ds

t This density relationship is based on the assumption of an
isothermal gas in a uniform gravitational field.3

into Eqs. (4) and (5) and rearranging terms, one obtains

d cosfl / : -11 = - iU> l x

(CDA\

d(V*/gR>) _ (C»A\ (FVgflo) = _ / _ 2 \
\ ra/3 / P sin0 \^o/

(8)

(9)

substituting Eq. (6) into (8) and (9) and simplifying, one
obtains

d cos0 1 \**0(gR> \ 1 (L\(CDA\
WJ V V^ ~ V = 2 U> W 7

(CBA\ (V2/gRQ} = / 2 \ 1
\ m/3 / sin0 \/3Rj pdp ^ }

Equations (10) and (11) are the exact equations of motion f
of entry into a planetary atmosphere. Exact solutions of
practical interest will be presented first, and exact solutions
of general interest will be given in the next section.

A. Exact Analytical Solutions of Practical Interest

1. Entry at constant p Vn

Many entries of major interest belong to this category, for
example, 1) constant Reynolds number entry n — 1 (approxi-
mate sense), 2) constant deceleration entry (approximate
sense), 3) constant aerodynamic load factor entry (n = 2),
4) constant rate of heat input entry n = 2 (approximate
sense), and 5) constant equilibrium skin temperature entry
n = 3 (approximate sense). Detailed derivations of these
entries for altitude, 0, (dV/dt), s, R, t, L/D required, will be
given later.

Entry at constant value of pVn dictates that

pVn = Pi Vin = const = (12)
Here n and fa are constants, and subscript i indicates the
initial condition at the beginning of variable lift-drag entry.
Differentiating Eq. (3), one obtains

dp = .-(n V»+2) (13)
It is always desirable to derive solutions of all the unknowns
in terms of one independent variable, say V.

a. Altitude y. From Eqs. (6) and (12), one obtains

y = (1//3) (14)

b. Angle of inclination 6. Substituting Eqs. (12) and
(13) into (11) and simplifying, one obtains

(15)

c. Deceleration (dV/dt) and maximum deceleration (dV/
Omax. Substituting Eqs. (12) and (15) into (5), one obtains

*Y_ = _ 1 (CpA\
dt 2\ m )

fa ki(CpA/mp)
(2/n)Vn

Maximum deceleration occurs at

(d/dV)(dV/dt) = 0

This gives

, ,

(17)
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and its solution is ds

(I)
J ds

V

-D]
+ (n/2) ± {(n/2)2 - 4[(n/2) -

(19)

Equation (19) indicates that maximum deceleration does not
exist for n > 2, which are the cases of major interest here.
The deceleration increases continuously as the velocity de-
creases and approaches an asymptote. (When n = 2, it is
very nearly a constant deceleration entry.)

d. Flight distance along flight path s. From Eq. (16), one
obtains

(26)

3. Required lift-drag ratio L/D. Equation (10) may be
rewritten as

2 r .w^) L~ sm* vx

dV 1 / C nA\ fci__ ~\7 ___ __ __ I 1 ___~...

ds 2 \ m / 7W~: (27)

or

(2/n)
Differentiating equation (15), one obtains

(20)(UDA/m)Ki (UDA/m)lci

Equation (20) may be integrated to give

(CDA/m

(") = ( 2 )

\^Q/ P) L^7 \M' ^) J /-TT n — 9 rrn— 9\ /o-i \
//~/ A / \ 7 V . ' * ' / \ -1-/(CDA/m)ki

1 (1 -{ki(CDA/mp)/[(2/ri)Vn + (2g/

/[(2/n)7- + (20/0) T
IL fci(Cz>A/mj8)

cos^ ( ,dp)

'mp)(2/n)V2« + (20/0) [(« - 2)/n](CL

(2/n)7» + (2g/j8) V- 2

Substituting Eqs. (12, 15, and 28) into (27),

'ffiV*-*]}*)"* fgRo ,\

rn-2"l2] - V'2r(4W2«+(43//5)[(«-2) /W]l
1{ L (2/71)7" + (20//3)F(n-2)

,A/m0)F2<»-»

(28)

one obtains

-—— ] (29)

e. Range R. One obtains from the geometrical relation-
ship

(22)

Substituting Eq. (15) into (22), one obtains

R = X

It should be noticed that when the minor term (2gr//3) of
Eq. (11) and consequently all terms containing the (2g/ft)
term in all the solutions obtained in this paper are neglected,
the exact solutions (15, 16, 21, 23, 25, 26, and 29) all are
reduced to the corresponding approximate solutions pub-
lished previously.5 It is to be noticed here that the error
introduced [for example, Eq. (15)] by the approximate
solution published previously5 is in the order of

approximate solution
exact solution

^
~~ |_ F2 J

(23)

When n = 2, Eq. (23) reduces to

R = X

I 1/2

[7*+(20/0)]

(24)
which yields the solution

I /CDA\
J - *' (,-srJ sin

When n ^ 2, Eq. (23) easily can be integrated graphically
/. Time of flight t. Using Eq. (20), one obtains

This shows that the error is negligibly small (less than 1%
when V is in the neighborhood of orbital speed or greater)
when V is large, but the error is increased when V is reduced
during lower atmosphere penetration. At least six entries
belong to the category pVn = ki.

a. Constant deceleration entry (approximate sense). Equa-
tion (5) reads

dV/dt = -(CDA/m)±PV* + g sin0

One sees immediately that, for a constant deceleration
entry at small angle of inclination 6, p72 is a constant.
Therefore, when n = 2, the solutions obtained here become
the solutions for entry at nearly constant deceleration.

b. Constant aerodynamic load factor entry. The aero-
dynamic load factor is (|)p72. One sees immediately that,
for a constant aerodynamic load factor entry, n = 2.

c. Constant time rate of heat input entry. The time rate
of average heat input given in Refs. 3 and 4 is

dH^/dt = (l/S)(dQ/dt) = i<VP73

One sees immediately that, for a constant time rate of average
heat input entry, n = 3.



APRIL 1963 ANALYTICAL SOLUTIONS OF PLANETARY ENTRY 839

The time rate of stagnation heat input t given in Refs. 3
and 4 is

dHs/dt = K'(P/<r)l'*V*
One sees immediately that, for a constant time rate of stag-
nation heat input entry, n = 6. This is because p1/2F3 =
const and (p1/2T3)2 = pF6 = const.

d. Constant radiation equilibrium skin temperature entry.
This entry is the same as the constant time rate of heat input
entry. The reason is that, for a given surface temperature,
rate of heat radiated out is equal to ek'Tw*. Using this quan-
tity and the rate of heat input expression given in Refs.
3-5, a velocity-density or velocity-altitude relationship
can be determined such that the heat input to the body is
exactly equal to the heat radiated out. However, it is
necessary to exert lift, aerodynamic, or even reaction when
necessary to traverse such trajectory along the specified path,
as is absolutely required for all the variable lift-drag ratio
flights presented in this paper.

e. Other entry solutions. Other entry solutions that are de-
sired to maintain a pVn = const also may be obtained from
the solutions presented here. For example, for a constant
Reynold number10 flight (when the viscosity ju is treated as
a constant), n = 1.

e. Time of flight t.
ds C p dp

dV CDA

__ !_ (CDA\
2 \ m )

e-(CDA/mi3s ind)p J __ TV
0 sin0)p +

c. Distance along flight path s. From p = p0e~Py and geo-
metrical relationship (dy/ds) = — sin0; one obtains

dp = — pft dy = ftp sin0 ds

Therefore

1 sin0

d. Range R.
R = f cosdds = cos6(s — st)

= (1/|8) cote ln(P/Pi)

(34)

(35)

(36)

C ds =
J V

sin0 IP
J Pi

e(CDA/mp sin0)(p/2)
(37)

[V,.2/p—(CDA/mp sine')pi (20/0) — Pi'

Equation (37) may be integrated graphically.
/. Required lift-drag ratio L/D. When 6 = const, Eqs. (27) and (32) give

L (
D Vi

2 \ cose /1\ (
8Rj (CDAfmp) \p) \v^(CDA/mflsi

( ^

gj£ g(CDA/mp sin0)p

**>« + (2j//0)jln(p/Pl.) + £ [(CDA/mpwiff)*/n(nl)](p*- Pi")j-

j.

-1

2. Entry at constant angle of inclination

Entry at constant angle of inclination dictates that

B = di = const = fa (30)

In this case, various solutions of unknowns may be expressed
most easily in terms of the independent variable p.

a. Velocity V. When angle 6 is a constant, Eq. (11)
readily may be solved. The solution is

C
LJ

in0)p e(CDA/m(3

Since

e* = 1 +

sin0)p _ ^ i (CDA/m ft

Equation (31) may be integrated readily

__ e~ (CDA/m(3 sin0)p
ra/3 sin0) pi

$mO)n(pn —
n(nl)

b. Deceleration dV/dt. From Eq. (5), one obtains

(32)

(38)

(2g/ft) are neglected, Eqs. (32, 33, and 35-38) all are reduced
to the corresponding approximate solutions published pre-
viously.5

Note that Eq. (38) indicates that, when 0 is large, (L/D)
becomes small, and, therefore, for either ballistic entry (where
L/D = 0) or small (L/D) entry at large angles of inclination,
the trajectory is very close to a constant angle of inclination
entry trajectory.

g. Special case where (L/D) = 0. When (L/D) = 0 and
the trajectory becomes ballistic entry at constant angles of
inclination, the present solutions, when minor terms are
neglected, are reduced precisely to those solutions published
previously for ballistic entry at large and constant angles of
inclination.1"3-5

B. Exact Analytical Solutions of General Interest§
The following cases of entry at constant CD and variable

(L/D) will be discussed:
sin0 = (a/n)p
sin0 = ap hip
sin0 = (a/n)pl~n

l/sin0 = [l/(a/n)P] + (l/ap hip)
l/sin0 = [l/(a/n)p] + (l/ap Inp) +

The basic equations (10) and (11) become
dx , x 2b— + adp sin0 (39)

t Viscosity /* was assumed inversely proportional to square
root of temperature T.

§ Practical applications of those solutions currently are not
visualized.
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d cosfl
dp

Here

a = (CoA/mft) = const

b = (l//3RQ) = const (41)

x = (V2/gRo) = nondimensional variable

Z. Entry at sinO = (a/n)p

Here n is a constant that could be any integer or fraction of
an integer, — » < n < + °°.

a. Angle of inclination d. The specified entry condition is

/. Time of flight t.

sin0 = (a/ri)p (42)

b. Altitude density p and altitude y. Substituting Eq.
(42) into (39), one obtains

(dx/dp) + n(x/p) = 26/p (43)
The solution of Eq. (43) is

x = (26/w) + (pi/p)n[xi - (26/n)] (44)
or

P =
« - (2fr/n)"P/»
- (2&/n) J

(2b/n)-\^}
aAoJ f

(45)

(46)

c. Deceleration dV/dt and maximum deceleration (dV/
^)max. jSubstituting Eqs. (42) and (44) into (5), one ob-
tains

*-
Maximum deceleration occurs at

(d/dp)(dV/df) = 0

This gives

£\ = f a - ^ ) f e - (2^)]
P*/ L (2/ft) (a/n) (m/Cz>A) - (26/n) J

Here p* is the altitude density at which (dV/dt)mSL^ occurs.
jSubstituting Eq. (48) into (47), one obtains the maximum

deceleration in terms of Xi,(m/CnA), and n,(2b/ri),(a/ri)j
(2/#o), and Pi.

'd. Distance along flight path s. Substituting Eq. (42)
into (34), one obtains

CP dp =

J pi /3p(a/ri)p

e. Range R.

/ n\ f PdR = cosOds = I -—; I I\a/3/ J Pi p*

Substituting Eq. (42) into (50), one obtains

"{I - [(a/n)PiW* {1 - [fa

(51)

(1 - s (50)

Ko/n)p]

dn- (f P,) - sin- (| P)]

r ds fp i n\ dp_
J V ~ Jpi \a/3j PW*

Substituting Eq. (44) into (52), one obtains

X

dp

(52)

p___
JM {(26/w)P

4 +

g. Required (L/D). From Eq. (40), one obtains

/L\ /2 \ f t (1 - an«g)"* „U)-UA6—P—x

(53)

e - o - - <«>
Differentiating Eq. (42) with respect to p, one obtains

eos6(d6/dp) = (a/n) (55)
Substituting Eqs. (42, 44, and 55) into (54), one obtains

(L/D) in terms of p only

/^\ _ /2 \ /^ [1 - (a/w)V]1/2

\D) ~ U/t6———P——— :

[ + i g

2. Entry at sin& = ap Inp

a. Angle of inclination 6. The angle of inclination 6 vs
altitude density p again is given as a preselected entry path.
This entry path again has to be fulfilled by the required
variable (L/D) to be determined later in order to satisfy
Eq. (40):

sin# = ap hip (57)
b. Altitude density p. Substituting Eq. (57) into (39),

one obtains

(dx/d lnp) + (x/ lnp) = 26 (58)

Equation (58) readily may be solved

x — e \£iO J c a inp | oj ^oyj

= b lnp + ( hip*/ lnp)fe - 6 Inp,-) (60)

c. Deceleration (dV/dt) and maximum deceleration (dV/

In pt-

grap lnp (61)

The maximum deceleration occurs at

(d/dp)(dV/dt) = 0

The density p* at which the maximum deceleration occurs is
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Let

[ga - (gR0/2)(CDA/m)b] = n, (63)

(gR0/2)(CDA/m) Inp^a;,- - b Inp,-) = r?2 (64)

One obtains

+ Inp) = n, - -

%(lnp)3 + rii(lnp)2 — n2(lnp)

(65)

(66)

The solution of Eq. (66) may be obtained readily by the
ordinary method of solving algebraic equations of the third
degree.

d. Required (L/D). Differentiating Eq. (57) with respect
to p, one obtains

cosd(dd/dp) = a[P(dlnp/dp) + Inp] - o(l + Inp) (67)

Substituting Eqs. (57, 60, and 67) into (54), one obtains

r___i___ _ j _
[_b Inp + ( Inp;/ \np)(xi — &lnpt-) J

( 2 ' , / 1 + Inp \)(a2p Inp) I ^ —-— /2 1 > (68)

3. Entry at sin

= (a/n)pi-n

a. Angle of inclination 6. The angle of inclination vs alti-
tude density p again is preselected as

sin0 = (a/n)pl~n (69)
b. Altitude density p. Substituting Eq. (69) into (40),

one obtains

(dx/dp) + ) = 2b/P

J - dp + C

let

x^

(70)

(71)

(72)

Substituting Eq. (72) into (71) and performing integration,
one obtains

(73)

c. Deceleration (dV/dt). Substituting Eqs. (69) and (73)
into (3), one obtains

(74)

d. Required (L/D). Differentiating Eq. (69) with respect
to p, one obtains

co$d(dd/dp) = (75)

Fig. 1 Two-dimensional flight

Substituting Eqs. (69), (70), and (75) into (54), one obtains

(L\ /2UJ - U
l^pjl/2 A _ \ _

\ / •

(a/nW-^l -n)~\
{1 - [(o/«)pi-»]2}i/2J

Entry at (1/sinB) = [l/(a/n)p] + Jnp)

It should be noticed that this case is one whose reciprocal
is equal to the sum of the reciprocal of the function described
in cases 1 and 2 here.

a. Angles of inclination 6. The angle of inclination vs
altitude density p again is preselected as

sin0 - (l/ap Inp) (77)

b. Altitude density p. Substituting Eq. (77) into (39), one
obtains

P(dx/dp) + [n

The solution of Eq. (78) is

= 2b (78)

26 exp X

p- Inpd Inp + C

Let

lnpn = Z pn — ez

Therefore, the integral becomes

/ pn \Rpd Inp = — I Ze*dZ =n2 J

(79)

(80)

(81)

Substituting Eq. (81) into (79) and determining the con-
stant by initial conditions, one obtains

(n Inp,; - 1) Pin] + xiPi
n hip,-} (82s)
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c. Deceleration (dV/dt). Substituting Eqs. (77) and (82)
into (3), one obtains

gR<\ CDA\
= - 1 V" )( ———— )\ 2 J\ m /

- p]} + (I/op lnp)] (83)

d. Required (L/D) . Differentiating Eq. (77) with respect
to p and after simplification, one obtains

cos* (f ) - (1 - sinW (f } =\dpj \dp/ n (84)

Substituting Eqs. (77, 82, and 84) into (54), one obtains
the complete expression of required (L/D) in terms of alti-
tude density p only.

5. Entry at (I/ sine) = [ l / ( a / n ) p ] + (1/ap Inp) +

It should be noticed that this case is one whose reciprocal
is equal to the sum of the reciprocals of entry described in
cases 1, 2, and 3.

a. Angle of inclination 6. The angle of inclination vs
altitude density p again is preselected as

(85)sin0 (a/n)p ap lnp (a/n)pl~~n

b. Altitude density p.

P(dx/dp) + [n+ (I/ lnp) + np»]x = 2b (86)

The solution of Eq. (86) is

x = exp — I f n + -— + npn J d lnp X

f exp| f(n + ri- + npM d lnp] d lnp + C> (87)J \_J \ lnp / J )

>n(\np)epnd lnp + C (88)* =
Let

lnpn = Z pn =

Therefore the integral becomes

(89)

f P«(lnp)e

( ——— ) es(1+»»
! \1 + P/ J

(90)

Substituting Eq. (90) into (88) and determining constant C
by initial conditions, one obtains

(n In pi — ;

PI- I (91)

into (3), one obtains the deceleration (dV/dt) in terms of
altitude density p only.

d. Required (L/D) . Differentiating Eq. (85) with respect
to p and after simplification, one obtains

(92)(1/lnp)2 - n(n -
[n + (1/lnp) +

Substituting Eqs. (85, 91, and 92) into (54), one obtains
the complete expression of required (L/D) in terms of alti-
tude density p only.

III. Conclusions

In general, variable lift-drag ratios may be obtained in the
following three ways:

1) Varying the angle of attack of a lifting vehicle.
2) Varying the drag coefficient at a constant lift coefficient

(deploying a variable area drag device while the lifting sur-
face maintains a fixed lift coefficient).

3) Varying the lift coefficient at a constant drag coefficient,
such as using a body, the drag coefficient of which remains
essentially constant when its lift coefficient varies (bodies
with high parasite drag coefficients which dominate induced
drag coefficients), or such as simultaneously changing the
angle of attack and deploying a variable-area drag device
(drag chute). The interrelation of drag coefficient and lift-drag
ratio" at hypersonic speeds has been discussed by Chapman.2
However, for the present paper, it was of interest only at the
case where drag coefficient # is a constant and lift-drag
ratio is a variable that is achieved either by aerodynamic
forces or even reaction forces. The interrelation of drag co-
efficient and lift-drag ratio as investigated by Chapman was
neglected in this paper.
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c. Deceleration (dV/dt). Substituting Eqs. (85) and (91)
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excludes use of reaction force to exert lift and also may exclude
case 3 mentioned in the foregoing (see Chapman2).

# Results on variable drag coefficient are to be published
separately.


